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Expressions of power

‘science and technology are just the latest 
expression of power and that those who 
control them have become the new 
bosses’ (Benn, 1971: 23). 

Tony Benn, Newcastle, October 1977
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Our civilizational obsession with ‘growth’

Growth

• The term has variant meanings, however, wielded in 
the political discursive sphere it often refers to the 
increase in the production of goods and services in an 
economy over time. 

• Growth is typically measured by the rise in Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). Itself driven by structural 
factors such as technological advancement, capital 
accumulation and labour force expansion. 

• Thus characterised, growth is deemed essential for 
improving living standards to consequentially reduce 
poverty.

3



Why growth?

Economic Stability and Prosperity
Economic growth leads to higher income levels, improved 
living standards and job creation. It enables governments to 
generate more revenue, which can be invested in infrastructure 
and social needs. 

Social Development
It promotes equity, reduces poverty and can be utilised to build 
a more inclusive society.

Innovation and Progress
Innovation is coupled to growth by encouraging investment in 
research and development. Optimistically leading to 
technological advancement, possible improved productivity, 
and new industrial creation.
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Performance vs performativity? 

Theorist such as Mitchell (1998, 2002, 2005, 2007), 
MacKenzie (2003) and Callon (2007), have argued the 
discursive constructivist idea of ‘the economy’ is an 
invention of the mid-20th century. 

This having arisen as economists and government 
statisticians began to systematically measure an 
abstracted national economy, which was envisioned 
as ‘the totality of monetarized exchanges within a 
defined space’ (Glass, & Rose-Redwood, 2014: 20).
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Power, searching for growth – a case study

• Gamma AI allows users to create presentations in 
seconds. It automates slide design, saving time and 
boosting productivity.

• Users can generate not only presentations but also 
documents and websites, all without needing design or 
coding skills.

• Gamma supports interactive galleries, videos, 
implanted multi-media and stunning data 
visualizations, making content engaging.

• The platform enables real-time collaboration and 
advanced analytics to track engagement. 
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Gamma AI output (summarised)
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Necessary reflections
Polemical Reflection #1
The changes brought about by digital technology were inconceivable and unchartable 30 
years ago. This same sense of unchartedness applies to AI and the coming AI revolution 
that society is on the cusp of.

Polemical Reflection #2
A Frankenstein model of minimal state intervention, typifying a modern neoliberal state 
relationship. Thereby lacking the essential checks and balances that would have regulated 
advanced technological relationships during Benn's era.

Polemical Reflection #3
Benn firmly believed that technological advancement was essential for modernising 
Britain and enhancing the lives of citizens. However, he stressed the importance of 
differentiating between the expansion of scientific knowledge for practical applications 
and knowledge pursued solely for its own sake.
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Thank you for your time!

Any Questions…?

Contact:
Mr Jay Dunstan BA (Hons) MA AFHEA
School of Arts & Creative Industries (ACI)
University of East London (UEL)
u2538758@uel.ac.uk
jay.dunstan@citystgeorges.ac.uk
j.dunstan@westminster.ac.uk 
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